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I.  INTRODUCTION
This template defines the required manuscript format for papers submitted to the 2026 International Hybrid Conference on STEM Education and Research (ICHSTER 2026), organised by the Faculty of Sciences and Science Education, Federal University of Education, Zaria. Papers must be original, not previously published, and not currently under review elsewhere. The conference theme is Sustainable and Inclusive STEM Education and Research: Bridging Theory, Practice, and Educational Excellence.
Replace all instructional text in this template with your own content before submission. Retain all formatting settings. Authors who use this template correctly will have their manuscripts formatted to the required specifications automatically.
II.  EASE OF USE
A.  Selecting and Using this Template
This template has been tailored for A4 paper size with 2.54 cm (1 inch) margins on all sides. The body text is 10 pt Times New Roman, single-spaced, in a two-column layout with a 0.5-inch (1.27 cm) gap between columns. Do not alter fonts, margins, column widths, or line spacing.
B.  Maintaining the Integrity of the Specifications
All margins, column widths, line spaces, and text fonts are prescribed. Please do not alter them. Figures and tables may span both columns only if they are too wide to fit in a single column. The formatter will need to position these appropriately.
III.  MANUSCRIPT PREPARATION
Before formatting, write and save your content as a plain text file. Complete all content and organisation before applying styles. Do not use hard tabs or multiple hard returns. Do not add page numbers — the template handles this automatically.
A.  Formatting Requirements
The table below summarises the required formatting specifications for all submitted manuscripts:

	Element
	Specification

	Paper Size
	A4

	Margins (all)
	2.54 cm (1 inch)

	Font
	Times New Roman

	Body font size
	10 pt

	Title font size
	24 pt, Bold

	Line spacing
	1.0 (single)

	Column spacing
	0.5 inch gap

	Word count
	4,000 – 6,000 words

	Referencing style
	APA 7th Edition

	AI-Generated Index
	≤ 20%

	Similarity Index
	≤ 20%


Table I.  Manuscript Formatting Specifications
B.  Title and Author Information
The paper title should appear at the top of the first page, centred, in 24 pt bold Times New Roman. Author surnames must be written in CAPITAL LETTERS. For each author provide: given name and surname, department and institutional affiliation, city and country, and email address. The corresponding author must also provide a WhatsApp number.
C.  Headings
Use Roman numerals for primary section headings (e.g., I. Introduction) and capital letters for sub-headings (e.g., A. Background). Tertiary headings use Arabic numerals. Do not number the Abstract, Acknowledgment, or References sections. All headings should be in Times New Roman bold, same size as body text.
D.  Abbreviations and Acronyms
Define all abbreviations and acronyms on first use, even if they were defined in the abstract. Well-known abbreviations (e.g., STEM, UNESCO, WHO, APA) need not be redefined.
E.  Equations
Number equations consecutively in parentheses, flush right. Italicise variables; do not italicise Greek symbols. Define all symbols immediately following the equation. Example:
ȳ = β₀ + β₁x + ε	(1)
where ȳ is the predicted outcome, β₀ the intercept, β₁ the slope, and ε the error term.
IV.  FIGURES AND TABLES
Place figures and tables at the top or bottom of columns. Avoid positioning them in the middle of a column. Large figures and tables may span both columns. Figure captions appear below the figure; table titles appear above the table. Always reference every figure and table in the text. Use 8 pt Times New Roman for figure axis labels and captions. Use words rather than symbols on axes to avoid ambiguity.
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Table II.  Example Table Format
[Insert figure here — minimum 300 dpi TIFF or EPS with embedded fonts]
Fig. 1.  Example figure caption placed below the figure.


V.  SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
1. Submit abstracts (max. 250 words) and full papers via the official conference portal or designated email.
1. All submissions must be in Microsoft Word (.docx) format, following this template exactly.
1. Papers must not have been previously published or concurrently submitted elsewhere.
1. All submissions will undergo double-blind peer review.
1. Accepted papers may be recommended for publication in selected Faculty journals.

VI.  CONFERENCE SUB-THEMES
Authors should align their submissions to one of the following sub-themes:
1. Biology: Biology Education for Sustainability and Health
1. Chemistry: Sustainable Chemistry Education and Applications
1. Computer Education: Inclusive Computer Education for Digital Skills and Sustainable Innovation
1. Environmental Education: Environmental Education for Sustainable Action
1. Geography: Geography Education for Climate and Environmental Sustainability
1. Health Education: Health Education for Community Wellbeing
1. Human Kinetics: Human Kinetics for Inclusive Health and Performance
1. Integrated Science: Integrated Science for Sustainable Development
1. Mathematics: Inclusive Mathematics for Real-World Problem Solving
1. Physics: Physics Education for Sustainable Technology and Inclusive Innovation

VII.  IMPORTANT DATES (TENTATIVE)
Abstract Submission Deadline:	June 2026
Notification of Acceptance:	June 2026
Full Paper Submission:	July 2026
Arrival / Registration:	Monday, 3 August 2026
Opening Ceremony:	Tuesday, 4 August 2026
Plenary Sessions:	4 Aug (afternoon) – 6 Aug (morning)
Closing Ceremony:	Thursday, 6 August 2026
Departure:	Friday, 7 August 2026

VIII.  REFERENCING (APA 7TH ED.)
List references alphabetically by the first author's surname at the end of the paper. Use hanging indent (1.27 cm). Include DOI where available. A minimum of 15 recent references is recommended. See examples below.
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Important: Remove all instructional and placeholder text from this template before submission. Papers that retain template text may be rejected without review.
